several possibilities here,  involving data comparability,   a common  core of data,
and linkage in the sense being discussed here.

Forms of Reporting and Modes of Dissemination.    Data collection is  a  time
consuming process,  and the issue of the timeliness of data is a critical one and
will be addressed in a later section of this chapter.  The  need for more  timely
dissemination of data is mentioned by the NEA,  Plisko,  Ginsburg,   and Chaikind,
and Coleman.    While all of  the problems associated with  timely data
dissemination are not technological,  many of them are.    The  cumulative effect of
small delays in the many data processing steps involved in file creation can
easily cumulate into major delays in making data available.

The "level" of data which should be released is an issue which deserves careful
consideration.    The NEA expressed a need for  "raw"  data,  meaning data  from which
they could perform their own analyses.    At the same time,   text and tables
produced by NCES might be distributed in electronic  (e.g.,   floppy disk)  form as
suggested by Miller.

The quality of released data in terms of how much editing and cleaning NCES
performs on the data was of some concern to the NEA.     Also,   the  need for more
accurate technical documentation,  such as record layouts,   was stressed by the
NEA and Hawley.    But of even greater concern was  the need for NCES to provide
data in formats that are readily usable,  such as Statistical Analysis System
files or other "end user" formats,   including such media as  floppy disks   (Hawley;
Hill;  Lehnen).

As users become more technically sophisticated there  is naturally more demand
for immediate online access to data.    This growing user sophistication is
particularly evident in the papers by Natriello,   Plisko,  Ginsburg,   and Chaikind,
and Coleman.    It is worth noting that the Gutman Library at Harvard  is placing
its federally funded survey database on microcomputer use in schools  onto the
COMPUSERVE network for easy access.

It is not necessary to move to direct computer network access  for NCES databases
to realize significant improvements in data dissemination.     Lehnen puts forward
the suggestion the DIGEST ought to be issued on tape similar  to the way  in which
the Census Bureau issues the City and County Data Books on tape.     This
suggestion has the merit of more fully utilizing readily available  technology to
implement a dissemination strategy that has been proven to be highly successful.

TECHNICAL  ISSUES   IN COLLECTING  DATA

This section synthesizes the technical issues of accuracy and  timeliness  of
collecting data.    The approach is to illustrate the defects  or nonconformance of
the products of NCES data collection processes cited in the papers.     In a later
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